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Knowledge, action curtail weed threat


Invasive weeds threaten Alaska as we know it. Fishing, hunting, forestry resources, locally grown food, the environment, and the Alaska way of life can be permanently altered by invasive plants. 


During this National Invasive Weed Awareness Week, February 25 to March 3, it is important to remember how damaging weeds can be to our way of life, and spread the word not the weeds to our friends, neighbors and government officials.

In wetland and riverbank habitats across North America, invasive weeds have contributed to disappearing salmon fisheries. Timber and non-timber forest products such as berries are threatened by invasive plants that spread to areas after fires, flooding or human forms of disturbance. Farmers have lost production in their fields, driving up the cost of locally grown produce due to invasive weeds.
Billions of dollars are lost each year to invasive plants in the Lower 48 states. Without action Alaska will not likely be an exception to these costs. Cooperative efforts including public participation in prevention and weed management are essential to Alaska avoiding the extreme costs related to invasive plants. 


How do these invasive plants get here?

Most invasive weeds are brought here by us. We introduce many new plants that are beneficial. A small number of these introduced exotic plants are actually invasive weeds.   

Often invasive weeds are repeatedly introduced by unaware gardeners in wildflower seed mixes (oxeye daisy and orange hawkweed), as ornamentals (bird cherry and purple loosestrife) and as part of re-vegetation (reed canary grass and bird vetch). Other plants capable of doing harm to Alaskan resources are brought here and/or spread around Alaska in contaminated hay, on automobiles, ATVs and other off-road equipment, fishing, hunting and recreational gear.   

How do we as an Alaska community prevent invasive weeds from changing the environment, related economic opportunities and plentiful resources such as fish and game?  

Preventing loss of resources from invasive weeds involves awareness and cooperation between Alaska’s businesses, land managers, residents and visitors. When experts determine a plant is invasive and threatens valuable resources we must use available alternatives and prevent the invasive weed from affecting valuable resources such as fish and game. 

Statewide cooperation is essential to prevention and preservation of what we appreciate about Alaska.  Alaska Department of Transportation and other state agencies are discontinuing use of invasive species. You can help prevent accidental introductions by purchasing flowers and ornamentals that are not invasive to your area.  Also being aware of invasive plants will help prevent spreading them from one place to another while traveling, riding ATV, hiking or doing similar activities. 


   To promote cooperation the Alaska Association of Conservation Districts, with support from the United States Forest Service, Division of Agriculture Plant Materials Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service (UAF CES) and the Center for Invasive Plant Management, has formed several Cooperative Weed Management Areas (CWMAs) in Alaska. A CWMA is a community-based group including all interested parties (public and private) in weed management. The work of the CWMA involves educating the public and controlling invasive plants. Anyone can participate in a CWMA. Do you?


Alaska has plenty of excellent resources and professionals more than happy to provide help, guidance and answers about invasive weeds. Contact your local Soil and Water Conservation District for information about a local CWMA, which weeds are a concern in your area, and/or assistance in identifying, controlling or preventing the spread of invasive weeds, and educating community and youth groups about invasive weeds. Or contact UAF CES for excellent publications relevant to all levels of gardeners and nursery professionals about how to prevent invasive weeds from taking root in Alaska.

Other sources of Alaska weed information include:

http://www.alaskaswcds.org/
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/cnipm/
http://www.uaf.edu/ces/michele/tests/index.html
Gino Graziano has a master’s degree in environmental science from Alaska Pacific University. He  is the invasive plants program coordinator for the Alaska Association of Conservation Districts and the vice chair of Alaska’s Committee for Noxious and Invasive Plant Management. He can be reached at (907) 354-1227 or cwma@ak.net.
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