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 Promoting responsible resource use a 40-year quest for AACD


Alaska Association of Conservation Districts, which celebrated its 40th anniversary this year, will start 2007 with a new director who will continue the organization’s quest to promote, conserve and educate about Alaska’s natural resources.


AACD’s former deputy director, Eric Wade, will move into the top spot as of Jan. 1, replacing Al Poindexter, who returns to focusing on the organization’s education outreachww as its program coordinator.


AACD, the umbrella organization for Alaska’s 12 Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs), is charged with carrying on administrative functions for the local districts, as well as education, outreach and training functions. AACD encourages improvement of Alaska’s environment through wise use and development of the natural resources of the state. 


“Our purpose is to advance the conservation and the orderly development of land,” Wade explained. “We work hand in hand with our partners to help local districts assist private landowners implement effective conservation practices.”


The SWCDs work directly with participating landowners to help promote land and water resource conservation. Alaska SWCDs’ locally led boards encourage voluntary participation in local resource programs.

Through cooperative programs with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, US Forest Service and other agencies, the SWCDs help provide services that reduce soil erosion, improve soil fertility, monitor and protect rivers and streams, manage woodlots, control invasive weeds and restore habitat.

AACD and the SWCDs educate and inform Alaskans about the importance of their land and water resources, offering education and outreach programs for children and adults, including the Alaska Envirothon, events at local fairs and festivals, workshops and conferences.

Wade, AACD’s new director, spent 21 years as a public school educator, serving as a teacher in the Lower Kuskokwim School District, then as a teacher and administrator in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District. 


“Teachers got me hooked on the importance of conservation education,” Wade said.

Wade also served three years as executive director of the Alaska Natural Resource and Outdoor Education Association (ANROE). He became deputy executive director in March of 2004.

AACD is based in Wasilla. There are SWCD offices in Fairbanks, Homer, Kenny Lake, Kenai, Aniak, Kodiak, Palmer, Delta Junction, Talkeetna, Ketchikan, Anchorage and Wasilla. 

For more information on AACD and Alaska’s Soil and Water Conservation Districts, people may visit www.alaskaswcds.org or email info@alaskaswcds.org.
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