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Alaska’s list of invasive weeds of concern reads like a global who’s who — or what’s what.

Scotch broom, Eurasian watermilfoil, Russian knapweed, Japanese knotweed and Canada thistle are among the Alaska’s most unwanted — noxious and/or invasive weeds. Add to that list other colorful non-native, invasive plants, like purple loosestrife, orange hawkweed and yellow toadflax.

These invasive weeds crossing the borders into Alaska won’t be hindered by the cold climate; invasive weeds quickly adapt to new climates.  Stopping these invaders will take the efforts of concerned Alaskans who understand the millions and even billions of dollars of damage the infestations of invasive weeds can cause.

The Alaska Association of Conservation Districts (AACD) is one of the many conservation organizations partnering with state, federal, and private individuals trying to “spread the word, not the weeds.” Feb. 25 through March 3 is National Invasive Weed Awareness Week.

 AACD, with funding from the US Forest Service’s State and Private Forestry division, has helped organize Cooperative Weed Management Agencies (CWMAs) around the state to bring diverse groups together to fight the impending problem.

While invasive weeds remain a fairly localized problem around Alaska, Gino Graziano, AACD’s invasive plant program coordinator, said as development and Alaska’s population increase, the potential for weeds to spread to epidemic proportions is very real. Many areas in the Lower 48 states have been overrun by weeds, causing irreversible damage to ecosystems and billions in dollars in economic loss.

“Alaska is in a unique position to prevent invasive weeds from causing the environmental and economic harm experienced elsewhere in the world,” Graziano said.  “Businesses, residents and government need to recognize the real threat that invasive plants pose to salmon and other wildlife habitats, native plant and agricultural resources so we can cooperate to prevent the losses experienced around the world.”

Locally, Soil and Water Conservation District staff and CWMAs, are fighting a variety of invasive weed problems. From garlic mustard in Juneau to sowthistle in Delta Junction, from Japanese knotweed in Kodiak to tufted vetch in Palmer, from purple loosestrife in Anchorage to white sweetclover in Fairbanks, weeds are taking a beating. Whether it is using high-tech geographic information systems (GIS) mapping or bringing students and community together for an old-fashion weed pull, Soil and Water Conservation Districts and CWMAs are raising awareness of the problem while using a variety of educational, mechanical and chemical means to control the outbreak of weeds.

Graziano explained integrated pest management (IPM) employs a combination of appropriate mechanical, cultural and chemical methods of controlling invasive weeds that account for the ecology of the weed, the native or agricultural ecosystem of concern and, most importantly, protect human health. 

“This holistic approach, along with educating Alaska residents, youth, visitors, businesses and government land managers, is key to maintaining Alaska’s plentiful natural resources,” Graziano said.

The weed issue goes beyond some troublesome plants in a garden or even a hayfield ruined by Canada thistle. Graziano said the negative impacts include reducing browse for wildlife, choking streams with non-native vegetation and ruining recreational trails with weeds that are harmful to people and pets.

Graziano said the keys to preventing the spread of invasive weeds includes steps everyone can take.

• Plant only that vegetation you know not to be invasive.


• Don’t plant seeds or plants of unknown origin, or that may contain invasive weeds or their seeds.

• Avoid wildflower seed mixes especially those that list “others” as a component.

• Learn what plants are considered invasive in Alaska.

• Report any infestation on public lands.

• Seek information to properly control and report infestations on your own property.

• Clean off recreational vehicles, clothing, pets, etc. after traversing an area of infestation.

People may contact their local CWMA or Soil and Water Conservation District for assistance (www.alaskaswcds.org) and to learn how to help by visiting www.cnipm.org for information on invasive plants, or visit your local Cooperative Extension office to obtain more information on invasive plants and how to avoid their spread. Graziano may be reached at cwma@ak.net or by calling 354-1227.

###

Editors: For information specific to your area, contact Gino Graziano at 354-1227 or your local Soil and Water Conservation District. For contact information, call 746-2172.
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